Terguride, a mixed dopamine agonist-antagonist, in animal models of Parkinson's disease.
Terguride, an analogue of lisuride, decreased locomotor activity, produced cataplexy, and blocked apomorphine-induced stereotypic behavior. It did not induce stereotypies in rodents or emesis in dogs. However, in rats with unilateral 6-hydroxydopamine lesions of the substantia nigra, terguride produced contralateral rotation. Terguride bound to D-2 striatal dopamine receptors. Terguride has both agonist and antagonist actions at striatal dopamine receptors, but chronic administration did not produce behavioral supersensitivity. These pharmacologic properties differ from those of other antiparkinsonian agents; terguride may be effective for the chronic treatment of Parkinson's disease.